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poisons may affect the whole system, germ-cells
included 5 and there are real though dimly under-
stood correlations between the reproductive system
and the rest of the organism.

There are some who pretend to find in this
admission " a concealed abandonment of the central
position of Weismann," for if, they say, the germ-
plasm is affected by changes in nutrition in the body,
and if acquired characters affect changes in nutrition,
then " acquired characters or their consequences will
be inherited." But it is a quite illegitimate confusion
of the issue to slump acquired characters and their
consequences as if the distinction was immaterial.
The illustrious author of the Germ-Plasm has made it
quite clear that there is a great difference between
admitting that the germ-plasm has no charmed life,
insulated from bodily influences, and admitting the
transmissibiUty of a particular acquired character, even in
the faintest degree. The whole point is this : Does
a change in the body, induced by use or disuse or by
a change in surroundings, influence the germ-plasm
in such a specific or representative way that the
offspring will exhibit the same modification which the
parent acquired, or even a tendency towards it ?
Even when we fully recognise the unity of the
organism, or recognise it as fully as we know how,
it is difficult to suggest any modus operandi whereby
a particular modification in, say, the brain or the
thumb can specifically affect the germinal material in
such a way that the modification or a tendency
towards it becomes part of the inheritance. Did we
accept Darwin's provisional hypothesis of pangenesis
according to which the parts of the body give offn internal medium \ varioust, in the individual life, what the evidence shows
